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OF THE 


Commissioner of State Lands. 


OFFICE COMMISSIONER STATE LANDS, 
d LiTTLE Rock, ARK., October 1, 1882. 


His Excellency, T. -J. CHURCHILL, Governor of Arkansas: 


SIr—I have the honor to submit, herewith, the Biennial 


Report of this, office, showing the business transacted during 
the two fiscal years ending with the 30th of September, 1882. . 


èt n SWAMP LAND." 


As there has been no change made in the attitude of the 


State's affairs with the General Government, regarding 


swamp land, sincé the date of the last report of this office; 


and ás the subject is thoroughly discussed in the reports of 


1878 and 1880, T deem it unnecessary to repeat that which 


has been already twice reported, and now in print, accessi- 


ble to your Excellency, and to the incoming General Assem- 
bly; therefore, in this. report, I beg leave «to give, in 


‘condensed form, the status. of this class of land, ds shovn 


by the records of this offiee.- ^ . core 
Up to this date. theré- has been selected and reported to 
the General Land Office, as Swamp Land, 8,652,432 acres; 


-of which there liad been, at date of: last report, 7 ,636,625 


(A1 ES 


acres approved to the State by the Secretary of the Interior, 
and 3,937 acres have been so approved during the last Des, 
fiscal years; makinga totalof:7,640, 562 acres;-confirmed. andi 
approved to: :the.State, up to "this date ; leaving: still: unapes. ` 
proved 1,011,870 acres: . Of that which has: been approved ^ 
the State has received patents for 7,183, 293 acres, leaving". | 
457, 339 acres of the approved land, not .yet patented by the: 
Government, to the State. . - a, 

- For a detailed statement of the transactions of this office. i 
under this head, during the last two fiscal - -years, you are, 4 
_ respeettully referred to exhibit **A,””.of this Report. | ] 


be roS DOO Me A Le acta da tt REOS MI Sy i 


| e FORFEITED LAND. venn w 
On the first of October, 1880, the. records showed that. 
there was 3,635,843 acres.of land forfeited to the State and 
subject to disposal. During the last two fiscal years there: 
was certified to the office 508, 500 acres, making a total of 
4,144,343 acres, of forfeited land, of which 313,027 acres: 
were donated ; 132,225 acres were sold at fifty cents peracres ` j 
' 245,730 acres were redeemed by the owners thereof ; and: 
47,963 acres were proven to have been erroneously forfeited,: 
and were stricken from the records of this office ; leaving on - | 
the records, subject to disposal, on the first day of October;». si 
1882, 3,405,398 acres. : 
Under this head I shall, venture to suggest that the time 
has come for.the State to cease to make any further dispo- 
sition, of . such land, except to permit proper owners to 
redeem, without penalty, until the land can be put in such 
- ghape, under laws now in force, or which may. hereafter. be: 
enacted, as to. enable the State to make a fee simple title to 
„purchasers. ` 
` There are many reasons s why this course should be taken... 
Among. others, I present thezfollowing:  . . E 
- First. Whenever and wherever the forfeiture is tested; | 
in the courts, in a large majority of such cases, itis decided tof: 1 


be erroneously forfeited, and that all. transactions. connected A 


D 
s 
eh 
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with such -land are vod; Within the last year suits have | 
` been instituted in ` many: of. the counties, to. enforce the 
payment of over-due taxes, and in many. of.those cases 
decrees have been. rendered setting aside the forfeiture on 
every acre embraced:.in the complaints, amounting .to 
hundreds of thousands of acres. “If the land enibraced in 
such suits are erroneously forfeited, -so is all-of such land 
already sold and donated, erroneously forfeited, together 
with allthat remains`on the records of the State Land Office, 
which appear here-tò be regularly forfeited, and subject to 
sale or donation; Any one, after reflection, can see what a 
dilemma such a state of affairs presents. Se aad 
Second. I have but little doubt that if the law to enforce 
the payment of over-due taxes’ was propérly executed, 
the title to three millions of “adres of forfeited land would 
be confirmed to and quieted in the State within the ne 
two years. . The land has’ become: valuable. If only for 
the timber: it is- worth, to-day, an average of $1.00 per acre ; 
and if the State could make a good title to it, it could : be 
sold at that rate in large lots; but as it is, none buy except 
those who have too much faith in a mere deed from the State 
of Arkansas, which too often conveys no title ; and those who 
` buy back their own land in small lots. Let. the next Legis- 
lature do whatever is necessary to enable the State to collect 
all unpaid taxes on such land within the next two years, or 
acquire thereto'a bond Jide title to offer to purchasers. 
This done, make all legitiniate bonds of the State recievable 
in payment for the land, at not less than $1.25 per acre. A 
large proportion of the bonded debt of the State might be 
cancelled'in this way. It is a mistaken idea, in my humble 
opinion, to hold ‘out ‘cheap land for sale, and land to be 
given away, as an inducement for immigration, even if the 
State could give good titles. , Such a course. has heretofore, 
to a great extent, invited a thriftless class ‘of immigrants ; 
- and the donation laws, for the past: -few years, , have been 
abused: by land-sharks, timber-grabbers, and deceivers of 


^ 


(6) 
the ignorant masses; therefore, the donation laws. should,’ 
in my: opinion;' be repealed, and the land and timber ‘be: 


held fast until this whole forfeited land muddle is straight, ` 


ened out, and the-records purged’ of every error; todo.» 
which, would ‘entail a heavy task. on the Commissioner ofi: 
State Lands, who would require additional clerical force, if 
the'work was done as expeditiously as it should be. + ~, 
For.a detailed statement of the transactions of this office, 
concerning forfeited land y see exhibit «A, ?? in the EE 


ki ` 


INTERNAL IMPROVEMENT LAND. 


- The last Biennial Repott of this Department, shovs, that, 
on September 30, 1880, there were 16,857 acres of this. 
class of land, vacant and subject to sale. , Since that. time. 
there has been sold; 640 acres at the minimum price fixed... 
by law. See Exhibit “A.” 
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` SCHOOL LANDS. ` I i : 


County Collectors have reported, since date of last report, . e 


, 453 7 3-100 acres, for which there has been realized Kë 
. State, $5, 107 10 in cash, and: notes taken for 
ye 96. 


E ox ; SALINE LANDS. 


e 


At the date of last report there were vacant and subject. 


to sale, 17,963 acres of Saliné lands, of which: there has. — 


been sold since that time, 996 14-100 acres. ' See Exhibit 
GAL gë A ` T T ` 


: There is a large amount of Internal TAM Semi- D 


nary and Saline land, for which notes have been given, .. 
which notes are long since over-due. ` i ii. 
^ “The Commissioner can not do any thing with it until re 
State'slien has been foreclosed: > < * " " ^" | 

A” complete list of those over-dúe notes have been , 
reported to'the Treasurer of the. na as Ge in a last. ` 
report of this office.. "^ ^ ' Adi A JE 

The Treasurer has informed me that he hasúsed-dues' 
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dilligence to have suits instituted, by prosecuting attorneys,: 
for foreclosure, but has not met Won any success whatever: - 
in making collections. ^  . 2 


* 


. If it can be done, the. Legislature would do well to pass. 


an act authorizing suits to be brought by the Attorney- | ' 


General in. the Pulaski Chancery: Court. The records show 
that there are $96, 987 00 in notes, outstanding and over- 


due: Of course, the title to the land. for: which these- notes l 


were given is still in the State. - .. 

With the lands put back on the market, the State would 
realize, in a Short time, considerable revenue | from. them. 
There is- no -use-in depending. any: longer on prosecuting 
atlorneys, to collect the money due, or recover the lands to 
the State. Some other method should be speedily ke a 


94 c 


‘SEMINARY LAND. ` 


. The last report of this Department, showed, “that on the 
30th of September, 1880, there were vacant and subject to 
sale, 857 71-100 acres of Seminary land y nóne has since 
been sold, ` e dée de ` 


H 


REAL ESTATE BANK LANDS. m 


Since September 30, 1880, the Commissioner of State 
Lands has purchased from the Commissioner i in Chancery,. 
2,555 78-100 acres of this class of`land, under decrees. 
of foreclosure of. the State’s lien, in the Pulaski Chancery 
Court, the amount of liability, bid, by the, State, being 
$28,384 99. ... 

There is now subject to ‘sale By the State, at the appraised 
value, 10,145 acres. 

. For further information, der this kat you-are respect- 

fully referred to ‘Exhibit “A,” in the Appendix.” 


DONATION FEES. — 


For the t tion years ending September 30th, 1882, fees for 
3912 Donation: Certificates, and 938 Donation aba were. 


a 


m 


` (3). Ds PEN 
collected and paid into the Treasury, amounting i in the aggre- 


gate to the sum of $10,138:00. GE EA MEME 


e 


AN fees, of every kind, collected and paid into ihe Treast: = 


ury, other than those above accounted for, are as follows A 


151 Certificates of purchase of Swamp land. EE 18100. 
14 Certificates of Pre-emption Swamp land.......... Bess a M sk E ec so iA WÈ 
11 Patent Certificates Swamp IAUA. Een eem. Il Qo. 
53 Duplicate Certificates Swamp land............5 0... ———— Gu P 

219 Patents to confirmed Swamp laNA.. e eesogoseuereseseooeyuroooonaoeoooonne 219 007 
48 Patents to unconfirmed Swamp land. «eseseesseo,oeoeeoen enn roses, 48.00 ° 
12 Certificates of purchase of Internal Improveméntland.............. 12-00 >: 
,24 Certificates of purchase of Saline land...oooooomoncsoro oucnesoctnonaese 2400 


87 Certificates of purchase of Real Estate Bank mo e eer re 87 00, : 
16 Deeds to Internal Improvement land......o..eeveseesoosevsysqunoaseouerns=— 16 00,7 
ré Deeds to Saline land.............. TR———— — 27 003: 
86 Deeds to School land...... eene 86 0043 
14 Deéds to Real Estate Bank Ind, eege "ECH 
1 Deed to State Bank land. ..eesegoueoeooueoenoveonasouonneuoseopoocencoonoons- 1 00: ? 


1298 Deeds to Forfeited lands sold............ ee ee eee ee uice erre sese ennen 1298 00. : 

^ 352 Certificates of Redemption of Forfeited laDA. ee NEE nn 352 09. ` 
For copies of Field Notes EE 501 65, - S 
For Affidavits taken, 241 at 50 cents each, eere uneneen 120 50 E 
For Certificates of Record, Exemplifications of Record,ete......... ... 105 68 : 


, Total..............e.lsee espern dese esénneseoanenne dE ekta ne A 
To the above total add the $10,138.00 collected and paid. +; 
‘into. the Treasury on account of Donations, and it will show: ^ 
the full amount of the business, on account of. fees, dur- 


ing the last two fiscal years, to be $13,228.77. |... X 


During the last two fiscal years there was collected and - 
paid into the Treasury fees amounting to $2,126.58 which 


pertained to the business of the two preceding fiscal years ;. + 
making a grand total of: $15,355.35 collected and paid into: ; 


the Treasury during the two fiscal years ending September . 


„80th, 1882, which amount is covered by the “Treasurer” g. 


Receipts, numbered and dated as follows : : 


b agh 

i ee P Y E I STATE C 
ako. A > ` 3 2 - CURRENCY. SCRIP. ": 
Receipt No. 221, Dated December: 1st, 1830, CMS e Ha $ 411 25; + 4 
Receipt No. 222, Dated December Ist, 1880, for, pwo .. soe 4840.  . 400 E 
Receipt No. 233, Dated December 31st, 1880, for..... A esci ses SALONS ias Es 
Receipt.No, 23334, Dated Deceniber 31st; 1880, for, Zeene 45 50 wen H 
Receipt-No. 232, Dated December 31st, 1890, for..... eneen. 19 60 | 1:0 us 
Receipt Nò.. 11, Dated February 3rd, 185i, for, :. en sa 188 00 ias 
Receipt No. 12, - Dated February. 3rd, 1881, for. > 110.00 : 135 004 
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eg CD 
i , STATE 
: ; CURRENCY. ' SCRIP, I 
Receipt No. 13, Dated February 3rd, 1881, ere T TO 00. e an 
Receipt Nò. 21, Dated March 7th, 1881, Top, neng BOP DÉI eene, 
Receipt No. 22, Dated March 7th, 1881, for ........... enen 6050 — 1.200. 
Receipt No. 23, - Dated March. 7th, 1881, for............ cono vee BDOD ni 
Receipt No. 24, Dated March Tth, 1881, og, eneen BÉ 00 61 00 
Receipt No. 35, Dated March 25th, 1881, Zog... eneen neues 939 TB due demana 
Receipt No. 36,- Dated March 25th, 1881; for... Neen, 14985 ..., €— 
Receipt No. 37, Dated March 25th, 1881, for, e». 7120 anvekovene 
Receipt No. 41, Dated March 31st, 1881, for «eeeesescseoeseo,eoe he tnn 2581 25 
Receipt No. 43, Dated March 31st, 1881, for, eene 978 85 161 67 
Receipt No. 54, Dated May 2nd, 1881, fOT..e.veeeesoccoveonnare=— 43 05 — 400 
Receipt No. 60, Dated May Tth, 1881, fop eben ove 170 00 441 60 
Receipt Nò. 61, "Dated May Tth, 1881, for. a 2600" 1100 
Receipt No. 79, Dated June lèt, 1881, Pie a — 126 00: 
Receipt No. 133, Dated July 8th, 1881, for..... irte” 272 DU 58 00 
Receipt No. 155, Dated Septernber Ist, 1881, f0T.....o.ooooosoossoro ` 57D 52 202 98 
Receipt No. 168, . Dated October 4th, 1881, for, en .......- eee . 98350 . 45100 
Receipt No. 176, Dated November 5th, 1881, for........ eveseseee aa eee. 7555 00 
Receipt No. 180, Dated December 3rd, 1881, for..... ............ 219 70 33430 
Receipt No. 184, Dated January 4th, 1882, EE roun an TOU 50 
Receipt No. 190, Dated February 2nd, 1882, fOP'....ooooooovoconado Su s. 53550 
Receipt No. 200, Dated March 1st, 1882, EEN 387 75 - 
Receipt No. 212, Dated April 1st, 18959, O ke. ge 467 90 
Receipt No..262, Dated May 29th, 1882, TOI. eseésesesseasesoseouoon vanseone 441 50 
Receipt No. 312, Dated June 20th, 1882, for.............. — Rene 433 00 
Receipt No. 335, Dated July 17th, 1882, for.......... ee dinn mediana: 42200. eeeveo.... 
Receipt No. 346, Dated August 12th, 1882, for... aa ee La ese. 184 00 150 00 
Receipt No. 352, Dated September 1st, 1882, Zorn esses. 41600 eevoconane 
Receipt No, 377, Dated October 16th, 1882, TON eis AEN as vae 110725 378 25 
DATA ai pani E re rit ka ao scan ran eke a kad SE | $6,121 40 $ 9,233 95 
| mwe g K i ` 6,121 40 
Grand total. .... «esee detener MS $15,355 35 
_ MISCELLANEOUS. i 
KE 


During the two fiscal years ending September 30th, 1880, 


it became necessary for the. Commissioner to employ and 


pay for clerical force, i in ‘addition to that provided. by law for 
‘this office, thereby creating a defidiency of $1,090. 90 on 
account of clerk hire. The last General Assembly promptly 
recognized: the necessity, and appropriated a sum suflicient 
to reimburse the Commissioner for the. amount by him so 
_expendéd. '‘As-regards the last two fiscal years, eiding g 30th 
September, 1882, the General Assembly, atts last session, 
intended. to provide for one additional clerk for the Land 
Office ; and ` -a majority of the members were under the 
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impression that such provision was made, until long after 
the Legislature adjourned. But the bill introduced for tha | 
purpose fuiled. to become. a.law, not from any opposition, ` 
but in. consequence of a ‘misunderstanding between the . 
House and the. Senate, an. explanation of which. would be-too: ` 
much to embrace in this réport. e? Gaza 
With. increased duties imposed by the Acts of that AR 
lature, a constantly increasing” business, and no additional 
help provided, it--again became necessary: to ‘employ extra, 
.help, in order to properly conduct the affairs of the office ; ; 
with dispatch ; therefore, when the business of thé public could; 
-not be promptly attended to without extra help, L émployedé" 
competent clerks to assist me; and with all ‘the ‘additionally. 
force I had, there were times when it was ‘impossible. for me: 
to keep pace with the work. . During the last two fiscal. 
years I have furnished extra help to the amount of $1, 237. 00. , 
and hold the receipts of the parties employed, for the same. 
I respectfully ask. that your Excellency. recommend an. I 
appropriation sufficient to reimburse nue ihe money SQ: 
expended. l T 
: In conclusion, I have to say that the State Land Office i is 
of very great importance to the people, and its proper 
management, and the preservation of its records should be. `- 
matters of great solicitude with every citizen of the State. 
The office of Commissioner of State Lands is a hard position. 
to properly fill. Few people appreciate the magnitude of 
the business done here, ‘or the difficulties attending it: 
There are many threadbare and badly. mutilated. records, 
which it is of vital importance to have renewed.. There is the: 
work of the past, two years to be compared and corrected 5. 
there are orders for large copies of field notes lying unat- 
tended to. These things I could not have done, because- the: : 
current business prevented .it. I went as, far as.I felt: . 
justitied in the matter of extra. help; and I doubt not. but... 
my successor will, be unable to do more than. keep up with: : 
the current business, unless, he 1 is provided. with more clerical ` 
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force than is now furnished to this office. Two additionak l 
clerks ` could be- employed here with great benefit to the: 


State and the people. . During the last two fiscal years there: 
was received and answered, at this office,. 25, 195. letters, an. 
increase of 5,000 over the two preceding years. . It is very 
probable - that the business of the office will coutinue to 
increase, thereby ‘increasing the necessity for additional 
help.. 2 - i : 


~ 


I feel that I am teg the` office i in good hands. I [ recog-- 


nize in Mr. W» P. Campbell, the i incoming Commissioner, 


every qualification necessary for the position; while his. 
corps of assistants are eminently fitted for their duties, by . 


A 
D 


reason of natural adaptability for the business, and long. 


experience in the office. 

It is to be hoped that the General Assembly will abe 
liberal provisions for the maintenance of that office, as it is,. 
beyond question, of more importance to the masses than. 


any other EE = the State government. 
- D, W. LEAR, 


Commissioner of State Lands. 
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Statement showing the amount and kind of lands disposed »: and the amount and kind of funds 
| monyen by the Commissioner of . pue Lands the two [2] years ending Sept. 30, 1 882. 


What Class of Lands dan how 
' disposed of. 


l 


, 


see art a a i 
Swamp Lands located and sold, 
approved and unapproved..... 
Forfeited Lands, donated and 
upon which-proof of improve- 
ki “ment has been filed...oooocos ves 
Sold under Act Dec, Na 1875... 
Redeemed under Acts March 
6, 1877, and March 14, 1879.... 
Redeemed under Acts March 
H 12 «nd 22, 1881........ Sëebeeegg 
Town and City Lots sold for 
taxes, pendlties and costs... 
Sixteentlí Section Lands, No. of 
acres oper as sold by the 
various County Oollectors...., 
Real Estaté Bank Lands sold and 
redeemed. 068000 6) edèodoosonososs 
Internal Itnp. Lands sold......... 
nline Laads sol 
"ces collrcted and paid into the 
Treasury . 


E EE — 
g TOTALS. vrasè-eseonodasèsons 722,646.85/$43,363 47 $35,248 89 
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